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From the Superintendent’s Desk

Summer is here and for many of that means a bit less 
time at the modeling desk or layout. At least in my case, the 
modeling activities slow just a bit. Still, they are a joy. As 
this is written, I’m looking forward to the division picnic, 
the fellowship, and our ride on L&N #152. While always 
exciting, this trip has special signifi cance as the steamer will 
be undergoing heavy maintenance for quite some time. Now 
is a good time to offer suggestions as to where we might 

gather for our 2012 picnic. Just email your thoughts when you have them.

While on the subject of planning for the future, the Nominating Committee 
will soon be seeking candidates for offi ce. This is a great opportunity to enjoy 
model railroading from another perspective. Here is your opportunity to be part 
of improving the hobby both locally and beyond. Along the way, you will meet 
many talented modelers that you might not otherwise have met. Something can 
be learned from all of them. Curious? Frightened? Excited? Ask around. It is truly 
worth your consideration. The hobby will benefi t from new blood and new ideas.

In the shorter term, the fall swap meet will soon be upon us. Our new venue 
affords us a greater opportunity to meet the public and grow the hobby. There 
will be room to host guests and let them share in the world’s greatest hobby. 
Your participation is needed. We need people to conduct simple clinics of short 
time duration. The idea is to demonstrate to the general public how easy and fun 
the hobby is. This is not the venue for building craftsman kits and programming 
decoders. This is where we help people get into the hobby. Remember, many 
parents will be thinking about what to get for Christmas. This is our opportunity 
to shine. Incidentally, you can earn Author and/or Volunteer points for this.

Mark

Aug 20, Sat 2 PM, Div Mtg, OH-
VRRHS, L & N Depot  Lagrange, KY

Sep 10, Swift Creek RR Open House, 
5 PM-Dark

Sep 17, Sat 2 PM, Div Mtg, K & I Club, 
Buckner, KY

Oct 15, Sat 2 PM, Div Mtg, Conference 
Center

Nov 17, Thur 7:30 PM, Div Mtg, 
Southern Indiana Club

Nov 19, Sat 10AM-3PM, Div 8 Train 
Show, Ramada Plaza

Dec 16, Fri, 6:30 PM, Div 8 Christmas 
Party, KYANA Car Club. 

DIVISION 8 FALL TRAIN SHOW AND SALE
The date for the Division 8 Train Show and sale is Saturday, November19, 

2011.  Hours are the same; 10 AM to 3 PM.  Our show is moving.  The new loca-
tion is the Ramada Plaza Convention Center, 9700 Bluegrass Parkway, Louisville, 
40299.  This is the same location where we hosted the MCR Convention in 2007.  
This change will provide us with more parking, and a larger space for more dealer 
tables and layouts.  Prices remain the same: $ 5.00 admission, dealer table rental 
$ 20, $15 for NMRA members. To reserve a table contact Mark or Bobbi Hedge, 
(812) 288-8037 or email, div8trainshow@gmail.com. 

CONTEST REPORT 

Bill Lynch, Contest Chairman

For June the results are:
1st Place  Charlie Keeling with Lumber and Poles Loads   7 votes
2nd Place Ed Atkins with O Scale Flat with Half Track        6 votes
3rd Place Tied Tom Lindquist, and Jim Harrington              3 votes each

For The Year:  1st Place Charlie Keel-
ing with 25 points; 2nd Place Jim Har-
rington with 19 points; and 3rd Place 
Tom Lindquist with 17 points. Other 
point standings at the fi nish: Bob John-
son, 13 points; Bill Lynch, 11 points; 
Bob Frankrone, Rick Maloney with 5 
points each;  Eric Waggoner, 4 points; 
John Bowman, John Kelly with 3 points 
each; Ramona Johnson, Patrick Hard-
esty, Tom Guenther, Bob Kuchler, Jack 
Diehl, Fred Soward, Charlie Fackler, 
Phillip Johnson, with one point each. 
Thanks to All.

continued from Column 1, this page
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SCALE REPRODUCTIONS, INC.
3073 Breckinridge Ln.         502-459-5849
Large selection of HO & N Scale products.

Walters and Digitrax dealer.  Everything you
need for your layout.  Helpful sales staff.

Mon-Fri 10-7:30, Sat 10-5, Sun 1-5
www.srihobbies.com

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK-TRACTION MOD-
ELING 

By Bob Dawson, Pie Card Editor
Pages 5 and 6 of this month’s issue features photos some 

of the models of Art Robb, a local traction modeler.  I asked Art 
about his models and he shared the following with me.  

     

The Shenandoah Traction car - yellow interurban - is com-
pletely “scratch built.”  The body is built from 22 gauge tin-
plate, all soldered together with individual window posts, 
ends, etc. The body is basically patterned after the Indiana 
RR “lightweight high-speeds.”  I, however, lettered it for 
my own line.  It carries a tail sign, lighted, with the name 
“Cavalier” which is the ST’s signature train!  I originally 
powered it with a Walther’s truck w/chain drive and a #2 
K&D motor.  Later, about 20 years ago, I re-powered it with 
a Wagner truck which allows for far better operation.  The 
car was begun in 1952, but not completed until 1959 or ‘60.  
The paint, as with all of my models, is applied by brush, 
and then covered, again with a brush, with one, or two, 
coats of Dul-Cote.  Acrylic, water base, craft paint, is what 
I use exclusively.  I buy it at Michael’s, or Hobby Lobby 
-- not in a model shop!!  I do keep colors like rust, grime, 
dirt, etc. from Floquil, but that’s just for detail touches. 
         All of my cars - 60+ - except two “boxed models” - have 
been built, or rebuilt, by me.  My earliest models were built 
of balsa wood sheet, glued together with “airplane glue,” 
and painted with “airplane dope!”  Some of my later cars 
are from kits. My fi rst powered model is still in operation, 
but re-powered. It was originally built in 1953.  It was pow-
ered(?) with a Japanese motor - 95 cents at Fischer’s Hobby 
Shop -mounted on the fl oor and driving one axle by means 
of a rubber band!! It barely had the traction to pull itself 
around Jim Calvert’s trolley line on Kingston Avenue.  The 
fi re was kindled with that model, and I have been a “juice 
fan” ever since.

Model Contest 
JULY    NO CONTEST
August    MOW Equipment
September   Photos
October    Steam Locomotives
November   Displays/Dioramas
December   No Contest
January    Freight Cars
February   Diesels
March    Commercial Structures
April    Passenger Cars
May    Cabooses
June    Open Loads

Enter your favorite model in the contest.  The judging 
is strictly “people’s choice”.   If you would also like your 
model to be judged for the Achievement program, contact 
Joe Fields and he will arrange to have AP judges present

JUNE MEETING REPORT
The June meeting was held on Thursday June 16, 2011 

at the home of Bob and Ramona Johnson. Attendance 
was approximately 24. No new members or guests were 
recognized.  There was  no old or new business to discuss.  
Bob Dawson, Rick Waggoner, and Bobbi Hedge reported 
that everything was on track for our Fall Show.  We will be 
adding sales tables, but you need to reserve your table soon.   
The date is Saturday, November 19.  The show will be at a 
new location;  Ramada Plaza. 9700 Bluegrass Parkway.             
      Rick Able reported that Falls City Live Steamers was in 
the process of installing track for a riding train on the Toy 
and Antique Mall Property.  Plans are start with an 80 ft. by 
100 ft. oval.  They hope to expand to 300 ft. in the future.  
      After the meeting we enjoyed the delicious snacks and 
refreshments provided by Ramona.  Bob showed us the 
new layout he was planning in the basement.  This will be 
a quarter inch scale railroad  with a West Virginia Theme. A 
photo mural of the Elkins WV area dominates three sides of 
the room, while a large mirror on one wall gives the illusion 
of a much larger space.  Bob son, Rob was operating Bob’s 
late father’s layout in another room.  Also on display was 
Ramona’s Lionel layout.  

July Meeting is the Picnic.
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June Contest Winners

Left: Charlie Keeling again took the top honors in the June contest. Charlie’s entry is shown abo e left. With this win, Charlie 
fi nished with fi rst place in this year;s contest. He will be presented with his award at our picnic at KRM. Ed Adkins took 
second place in the zjune Contest with this 1/4” scale model of a half-track load. Congratulations to both for their wins. The 
contest begins anew in August with Maintnenace of Way (MOW) equipment.

Pike Showccase

Bob Johnson has always been known for his layouts in many 
scales. Here are two scenes from his back yard garden lay-
out.
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Pike Showcase (continued)

Bob is in the process of building a new 1/4 inch scale alyout in the basement. Bob is using several hollow core doors as the 
base for the the layout. A mirror mounted on the wall (behind him to the elft) gives the illusion of a much larger room. Bob 
points out one of the features, the lighting control that can bring it from day to night.

Bob had the corners “coved” and then mounted a photo mural of the WV area. The tunnel shows the location where the 
layout will penetrate the wall into an adjacent room.

A marketing debacle in the late 1950s, the Lionel Grils’ Model Train Set is a sought-after collector’s item today. Bob wife, 
Ramona, runs this replica on her Lionel layout. Bob stripped and repainted a standared locomotive to resemble the 1957 
offering.
Ramona has decorated the layout in a Christmas motif. The structures on the layout are christmas village buildings.
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Pike Showcase (continued)
Bob and his son Rob have maintained Bob’s dad’s lay-
out Wilbur Johnson was a founding member of division 
8. He bild several layouts during his lifetime. Two were 
featured in Model Railroader. He planned for his last lay-
out to have a western theme. Bob and Rob have taken 
a somehwat different turn with it as eivdenced by the 
Fanily Lines MP15 pulling a cut of cars.

Some of the scenery may not have stood up to the test of 
time, but Wilbur’gs track work has. Note the curved cross-
ing on a curve.

Something Different - Traction

You don’t need a large area to 
model O-scle if you are a traction 
modeler. Art Robb is a local trad-
tion modeler. His four by eight 
layout is located in a corner of hsi 
patio-home garage. See this moth’s 
“Fromthe Editor’s Desk” feature for 
Art’c comments about his models.
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Traction (continued)

Art describes the construction of the Shenandoah 
Traction Car in the backgrund elsewhere in this is-
sue.

The red Chicago Surface Lines Birney “Safety 
Car” model in the foregound is owned by Phil 
Randleand is pictures on its inaugural run It was 
originally an unpowered Corgi model. Phil pow-
ered it with a “QCar” power truck.

Here are some of the 60 plus cars in Arts collection. 
Some of these are scratchbuilt, while others have 
been modifi ed from Kits. Over the years Art has as-
sembled cars from kits by Labelle, Clouser, Pittman, 
Bower, and other manufacturers.

July Question

Charlie Keeling took this photo on a 1966 fan trip. 
Can you identify the location and the locomotive 
type?

The answer to the June question was Jeffersonville 
Yard, now owned by the L & I Railrad. John Bow-
man and Bob Sobotka submitted correct answers. 
John commented that the “9037”  used to switch 
the Colgate Plant.
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NMRA CONFIDENTIAL ITY  POLICY
In order to protect the privacy rights and concerns of our members, the National Model Railroad Association, Inc. is 

forwarding this statement to all Region and Division personnel. All such personnel are expected to understand and abide 
by this policy.

Due to changes in the law as well as increased concern over privacy issues and identity theft, it is now NMRA policy 
that anyone with access to membership information obtained from the national NMRA must agree not to disclose any such 
information to anyone who is not authorized to have access to the information for offi cial use. 

The NMRA is in the process of obtaining permission from each member to disclose his or her personal information to 
other members, as we have in the past for those wishing to visit or contact other members. Due to changes in the law and 
increased privacy concerns, we can no longer disclose such information without the consent of the members concerned. 
Moreover, no information should be disclosed by any NMRA offi cial, elected or appointed, at any level of the NMRA, 
that would allow those without authorization to obtain personnel information of other members. This would include mass 
electronic mail distribution with private email addresses in the “to” or “cc” address lines where the information can be read 
by any recipient. 

Currently member information such as name, address, phone number, and email address is made available to each Re-
gion membership offi cer, and is also available to each Region president. Those persons are expected to pass this information 
along to their Region’s Division superintendents and membership offi cers so that they can use the information for offi cial 
business. Welcome letters, re-rail letters, newsletters, meeting notifi cations and the like would be considered offi cial busi-
ness. Other offi cial mailings to all Region or Division members are also permitted.

This policy strictly prohibits dissemination of member information to 100% NMRA clubs. Such clubs are not part of the 
NMRA corporate structure, and the NMRA has no way to control how such information would be used. 100% NMRA clubs 
are clubs whose members are all members of the NMRA, however, they have no other responsibilities to the NMRA. The 
NMRA HQ will continue to identify if a person is a member of the NMRA to an NMRA club for purposes of confi rmation 
of the person’s eligibility for membership in the 100% NMRA club. However, we would request the club to fi rst request a 
copy of the membership card from the prospective member in order to confi rm eligibility.

Any NMRA offi cial who passes personal membership information along to non-authorized individuals runs the risk of 
being held personally legally liable for this action.  Moreover, the NMRA insurance does not apply to such disclosures by 
region or division offi cers or personnel.

Further updates of this policy will be issued as they are formulated and adopted by the Board of Directors.

We appreciate that these changes may cause changes in the way that your NMRA organization conducts business and 
serves its members, but these changes are necessary as the law evolves regarding privacy issues. If you have questions 
about this policy and how it should be applied, please direct them to me at nmrapres@zoomtown.com or to NMRA General 
Counsel, Robert J. Amsler, Jr., at legal@hq.nmra.org.

Mike Brestel, NMRA President
June 12, 2011

MAINTENANCE TIES FUND
The Maintenance Ties Fund is be used to help under-

write the Member Welfare Fund and the printing of the Pie 
Card for those members who don’t have access to a com-
puter.  The Member Welfare Fund is used to provide a gift 
certifi cate to a member who has been hospitalized.  It is 
also used for an expression of sympathy upon the death of a 
member or a member’s spouse.  Donors of $ 5.00 or more to 

continued from column 1, this page

the maintenance ties fund will continue to be recognized in 
the Pie Card. Donors for 2011 to date are: 

$ 5 to $ 20:  Roundhouse Trains, Ed Atkins, John Manning, 
Eric Waggoner, Rick Able.
$ 25 to $45: Ed Brennan, Stephen Taylor, John Ottman, Jim 
Kuzirian, Jim Harrington
$ 45 +:  Don Fowler

cntinued on this page, column 2 The July meeting is our picnic.



Page 8 The Pie Card

Division 8, MCR, NMRA http://div8-mcr-nmra.org/
 Tom Guenthner, webmaster

Offi cers
Superintendent
 Mark Norman 502-254-9249
Asst. Supt.
 Bruce Goreham 502-491-3996
Clerk
 Eric Waggoner  502-244-6628
Treasurer
 Mike Berry 502-245-1337

Trustees
Bob Frankrone  502-491-9920
Don Fowler  502-448-0628
Bob Dawson 502-368-2607

Committee Directors
Contests
 Bill Lynch 812-256-2125
NMRA Achievement Program
 Joe Fields 502-964-2679
Meeting Program
 Russ Weiss          502-245-7991 

Committees (continued)
Librarian
 open
Membership
 Cecil Stewart 502-252-7814
Show Programs
 Mike Berry 502-245-1337
Swap Meet
 Bob Dawson 502-368-2607

Region Offi cers
President
 Dick Briggs 614-277-0314
Vice President
 Merlyn Jarman 812-539-3232
Secretary
 Bob Weinheimer, MMR
Treasurer
 Paul Smith 

The Pie Card is published 
twelve times a year by Divi-
sion 8 of the National Model 
Railroad Association, Mid-
Central Region, Bob Daw-
son, Editor, 7305 Ticonderoga 
Drive, Louisville, KY 40214.

Please address all corre-
spondence, letters to the editor, 
articles to The Pie Card editor. 
Deadline for submitted articles 
is the 22nd day of the previous 
month. The Pie Card goes to the 
printer by the fi rst of the month. 

The Pie Card
Division Eight, MCR, NMRA
Box 99041
Louisville, KY 40269-0041

Editor:  Bob Dawson
Asst Editor:  Rick Tipton
 Layout Editor& Publisher Ivan W. Baugh

EXTRA 2011 WEST NMRA CONVEN-
TION

The 2011 NMRA Convention will be 
held in Sacramento, CA. Register now 
to take advantage of the pre-conven-
tion rate at the Convention’s website 
http://www.x2011west.org/cart/index.
php?main_page=index&cPath=1. 
Many interesting activites are planned 
for the week. You will want to par-
ticipate in as many of them as you 
can. Check out their web site: http://
www.x21011west.org. The National S 
Gauge convention will be held at the 
same time.


